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What’s new? 





New goals 
Past Plan Requirements  

• Maps and hydrology 
• Basin Management 

Objectives (BMOs) 
• Monitoring of 

groundwater 
• Plan to involve other 

agencies 
• Documentation of public 

involvement  

New Plan Requirements 

• Physical description of 
the basin (water level, 
quality etc.) 

• Measurable Objectives 
and Interim Milestones  

• Description of how these 
will be achieved 

• Monitoring and 
management provisions 

• How the plan will affect 
other county/city general 
plans 



Measurable Objectives 



Effective Measureable 
Objectives 

• Define clear baselines 

• Set quantitative thresholds 

• Develop protective triggers  

• Incorporate regular measurement and monitoring 

• Account for uncertainty 

• Adapt to changing conditions and new information 

 



Set Quantitative 
Thresholds 

 



Develop Protective 
Triggers 

 



Measurement & 
Monitoring 

 



Account for Uncertainty 

 



Adapt to Change 



Shared resources,  
lacking direction 

 



Shared resources, 
with direction 

 



Common Framework 
• Does the threshold exceed an existing standard? 

• Does the threshold conflict with thresholds for other 
undesirable results? 

• Was the threshold developed through a transparent 
public process? 

• Are there potential negative impacts associated with 
the threshold? 

• Does the threshold violate the threshold of 
neighboring basins? 

• Are there high levels of uncertainty regarding 
proposed actions? 
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For more 
information 

 

www.ucsusa.org/measuringwhatmatters 

www.ucsusa.org/sustainablegroundwater 

 

Contact me: Juliet Christian-Smith 

jchristiansmith@ucsusa.org 
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